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 “…most studies suggest that paper towels

can dry hands efficiently, remove bacteria

effectively, and cause less contamination of

the washroom environment. From a hygiene

viewpoint, paper towels are superior to

electric air dryers. Paper towels should be

recommended in locations where hygiene is

paramount, such as hospitals and clinics.”

“This study assessed the potential for

airborne microbe dispersal during hand

drying by four methods (paper towels, roller

towel, warm air and jet air dryer) using

three different models. The jet air dryer

dispersed liquid from users' hands further

and over a greater range (up to 1.5 m) than

the other drying methods"

"There were multiple examples of

significant differences in the extent of

surface bacterial contamination..... Higher

levels of contamination were measured in

washrooms using a Jet Air Dryer

compared with those using Paper Towels."

"Use of the Jet Air Dryer lead to

significantly greater and further dispersal

of MS2 bacteriophage from artificially

contaminated hands when compared to

the Warm Air Dryer  and Paper Towel.”
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"Jet air and warm air dryers result in

increased bacterial aerosolization when

drying hands. These results suggest that air

dryers may be unsuitable for use in

healthcare settings, as they may facilitate

microbial cross-contamination via airborne

dissemination to the environment or

bathroom visitors.”

"When washing hands with soap and water,

wet hands with water and apply the amount

of product necessary to cover all surfaces.

Rinse hands with water and dry thoroughly

with a single-use towel."
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